ERRATA 

Page  6,  line  27. 

for  “Heatlh”  read  “Health.” 

Pages  I01  and  11 

require  numbering. 

Page  18,  line  31. 

for  “inculded”  read  “included.” 

Page  19. 

equipment  list:  for  “Matresses”  read  “Mattresses” 

Page  20,  line  1. 

for  “convelescent”  read  “convalescent.” 

Page  22,  line  17. 

for  “Hemitage”  read  “Hermitage.” 

Page  26,  Table  B. 

Age  period  15-24  years,  column  2,  for  “2”  read  “3” 

Page  27,  Table  C.  in  “Totals”  line,  for  “169”  read  “150.” 
Page  28,  line  17.  for  “Practioners”  read  “Practitioners.” 
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Telephone  : 
Whickham  88-7141 


Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Whickham, 

Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

September,  1962. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Whickham  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  year  1961. 

The  year  shows  a  natural  population  increase  of  230  with  an  estimated 
population  increase  for  the  District  of  40  over  that  for  1960. 

The  birth  rate  and  the  number  of  births  during  the  year  have  both  risen 
and  the  birth  rate  exceeds  those  for  the  Administrative  County  of  Durham 
and  for  the  country  as  a  whole.  There  is  a  slight  fall  in  the  number  of  deaths 
and  a  corresponding  fall  in  the  death  rate  for  the  year  which  is  now  lower 
than  for  the  County  and  for  England  and  Wales.  A  similar  fall  has  occurred 
in  the  infant  mortality  rate  which,  like  the  death  rate,  is  lower  than  the 
County  and  National  figures.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  all  deaths 
occurring  in  the  first  month  of  life  occurred  in  the  first  week,  a  tribute  to 
the  standard  of  post-natal  care.  Once  again,  it  is  most  satisfactory  to  record 
that  there  were  no  deaths  from  pregnancy  or  other  maternal  causes. 

Cardio-vascular  diseases  still  account  for  the  greatest  number  of  deaths, 
109  out  of  the  224  deaths  being  from  these  causes.  Cancer  claims  the  next 
largest  number,  being  responsible  for  50  deaths. 

The  incidence  of  measles  followed  its  usual  pattern  of  increased  pre¬ 
valence  in  alternate  years  and  accounted  for  629  of  the  690  infectious  diseases 
notified.  13  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  compared  with  12  in 
1960.  Of  these,  9  were  respiratory  cases.  The  number  of  persons  on  the  Tub¬ 
erculosis  Register  shows  a  fall  of  16,  from  181  in  1960  to  the  present  165. 
One  death  was  recorded.  4  cases  of  dysentery  occurred  during  the  year,  all 
of  mild  type,  and  10  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified.  All  necessary 
measures  and  checks  to  control  spread  were  effectively  carried  out.  No  cases 
of  poliomyelitis  occurred  and,  once  again,  the  District  remained  free  from 
diphtheria. 
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The  immunisation  programme  has  been  pursued  vigorously,  including 
extensive  prophylaxis  against  poliomyelitis,  smallpox,  diphtheria,  whooping 
cough  and  tetanus,  the  latter  three  of  which  have  been  given  both  singly  and 
in  a  combined  vaccine.  Vaccination  against  tuberculosis  for  school  children 
by  means  of  B.C.G.  was  commenced  as  a  local  authority  measure  late  in  the 
year. 


Details  of  the  operation  in  the  District  of  the  Blood  Donor  Panel  and 
of  the  Mobile  X-ray  Unit  are  included  in  the  Report. 

Water  supplies  have  been  adequate  and  pure.  Although  complaints  were 
received  in  the  Sunniside  Ward  regarding  discolouration  and  the  presence 
of  sediment,  examination  proved  the  supply  to  be  pure  and  wholesome, 
chemically  and  biologically. 

Supervision  of  food  has  shown  the  maintenance  of  a  high  standard  of 
supply.  Persons  responsible  for  the  distribution  and  sale  of  meat  and  other 
food  co-operated  fully  with  the  Department  so  that  early  detection  of  un¬ 
sound  or  doubtful  commodities  and  the  giving  of  advice  were  facilitated. 
Food  premises  were  visited  regularly  and  few  contraventions  of  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  occurred. 

The  practice  of  discharging  untreated  sewage  and  trade  wastes  into 
rivers  directly  is  to  be  condemned.  Such  methods  are  out  of  date  and  may  give 
rise  to  unpleasantness.  The  aim  must  be  to  effect  discharge  in  a  manner 
whereby  no  offensiveness  is  caused.  Should  larger  Authorities  be  created, 
attention  could  be  directed  to  the  production  of  compost  from  sewage  and 
refuse. 

The  problem  of  atmospheric  pollution  is  ever  present  and  demands 
early  attention.  The  lower  lying  parts  of  the  District  are  at  present  the  most 
densely  populated  and  residents  are  subjected  to  air  pollution  by  the  burn¬ 
ing  of  (domestic)  bituminous  coal.  The  making  of  Smoke  Control  Orders 
could,  if  introduced,  greatly  reduce  the  quantity  of  harmful  products. 

Although  no  new  Council  houses  were  constructed  during  the  year, 
181  dwellings  were  built  by  private  enterprise.  The  District  has  many  pot¬ 
entialities  for  future  development,  particularly  in  the  Whicknam  Ward,  and 
further  development  can  be  looked  for. 

A  small  amount  of  slum  clearance  was  undertaken  and  many  houses 
were  made  fit  by  approaching  the  owners.  Applications  were  received  for 
improvement  grants,  in  many  instances  a  bedroom  being  sacrificed  in  order 
that  amenities  could  be  provided.  This  may  result  in  overcrowding  on  a 
bedroom  standard  in  future  years. 
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As  no  new  Council  houses  were  completed,  only  43  houses  became 
available  for  re-letting.  This  produced  an  increase  in  the  demand  for  Coun¬ 
cil  houses  and  also  aggravated  those  cases  whose  needs  for  rehousing  were 
greatest. 

Important  new  legislation  included  the  Public  Health  Act,  1961,  and 
the  Housing  Act,  1961.  The  former  amends  provisions  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  relating  to  building  byelaws,  drainage,  the  prevention  and  notifi¬ 
cation  of  diseases,  streets,  public  places  and  trade  effluents.  The  latter  makes 
further  arrangements  for  the  giving  of  financial  assistance  for  the  provision 
of  housing  accommodation,  extends  the  powers  governing  houses  let  in 
lodgings  and  permits  a  greater  increase  of  rent  for  improving  houses. 

The  year  has  proved  a  satisfactory  one  in  which  good  progress  has  been 
made  in  sanitary  and  health  measures.  My  thanks  are  due  to  members  of 
the  Health  Committee  and  of  the  whole  Council  for  their  understanding  and 
collaboration  without  which  the  assumption  of  my  new  responsibilities  would 
have  been  more  arduous.  My  appreciation  also  goes  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  and  his  staff  for  the  willing  way  in  which  I  have  been  provided  with 
necessary  information,  supplies  and  staff  assistance  when  needed.  I  would 
thank  colleagues  in  other  Departments  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and 
co-operation  when  required.  By  no  means  least,  I  am  indebted  to  the  Senior 
Public  Health  Inspector  and  his  staff  for  their  excellent  work  throughout 
the  year,  without  which  the  high  standard  which  has  been  maintained  would 
not  have  been  possible. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  A.  DRYDEN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Heatlh. 


6 


I. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  PHYSICAL  FEATURES. 


The  Boundaries  remain  as  formerly,  i.e.,  to  the  North,  the  River  Tyne; 
to  the  West,  the  River  Derwent;  to  the  East,  the  County  Borough  of  Gates¬ 
head  and  Rural  District  of  Chester-le-Street;  to  the  South  the  Stanley  Urban 
District.  The  District  is  divided  into  four  Wards  viz.  : — • 

Dunston 
Swalwell 
Whickham 
Marley  Hill 

1.  DUNSTON  —  which  has  the  largest  population,  is  both  residential  and 
industrial.  The  population  finds  its  employment  at  flour  mills,  soap  works, 
paint  manufacture,  pre-cast  concrete  manufacture,  saw  mills  and  an  elec¬ 
tricity  generating  station. 

2.  SWALWELL  —  the  chief  industries  of  which  are  engineering,  foundry 
work,  brick  making  and  metal  woiking.  A  screening  plant  used  in  connection 
with  opencast  coal  workings  is  situated  in  the  northerly  part  of  the  Ward. 

3.  WHICKHAM  —  is  semi-rural  in  character,  and  is  essentially  residential. 
The  population  finds  its  employment  outside  the  Ward. 

4.  MARLEY  HILL  —  is  very  scattered  and  rural.  Coal  mining  is  the  only 
industry;  the  four  colleries  in  the  Ward  are  Byermoor,  Marley  Hill,  Water¬ 
gate  and  Blackburn  Fell. 
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II. 


STATISTICS. 


General. 

Acreage  —  6,213. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  : 

Council  2,408  Other  5,632  Total  8,040 

Number  of  Other  Premises  :  572. 

Rateable  Value  :  £297,884 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  :  £1,202. 

Vital. 

Population  —  1931  —  20,750 
1951  —  23,116 
1961  —  24,950  (Estimated) 

The  density  of  persons  per  house  is  3.10 
Births  :  Comparability  Factor  0.98 


Live  Births  :  Male  Female  Total 

Number  240  214  454 

Rate  per  1,000  population  :  C.F.  Adjusted 

Whickham  U.D.  18.20  17.84 

Durham  County  18.20  17.50 

England  and  Wales  17.40  — 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  :  Male  Female  Total 

Number  5  4  9 

Percentage  of  total  live  births  1.98 

Still  Births  :  Male  Female  Total 

Number  7  4  11 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  23.66 
Total  Live  and  Still  Births  :  465. 

Deaths  :  Comparability  Factor  1.25 

Male  Female  Total 
Number  of  Deaths  120  104  224 

Crude  Death  Rate  :  C.F.  Adjusted 

Whickham  U.D.  8.98  11.23 

Durham  County  11.20  13.80 

England  and  Wales  12.00  — 

The  commonest  causes  of  death  during  1961  were  : 

1.  Coronary  Disease,  Angina  .  42 

2.  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System .  30 

3.  Other  Heart  Diseases  .  24  (+  8) 
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4.  Malignant  Neoplasms  at  Defined  Sites  .  29 

5.  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  .  21 

6.  Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  .  15 

Infant  Mortality  (deaths  under  1  year) 

Male  Female  Total 
Number  of  Deaths  6  3  9 


Infant  Mortality  Rates  (total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live 
births) 

Whickham  19.82 

Durham  County  23.38 

England  and  Wales  21.40 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  .  20.22 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births....  0.00 
Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  .  15.42 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week 

per  1,000  total  live  births)  .  15.42 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1 

week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  &  still  births)....  38.71 

Causes  of  infant  deaths  : 

Prematurity  .  5 

Asphyxia  .  1 

Congenital  Malformation  .  1 

Hydro-Foetalis  .  1 

Congenital  Hydrocephalus  .  1 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 


Number  of  deaths  . . .  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  . 0.00 


The  natural  increase  of  the  population  for  the  year,  i.e.  the  excess  of 
births  over  deaths,  was  230. 
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The  Registrar  General's  Short  List  of  Causes  of  Death 

during  1961. 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

F’males 

1.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

_ 

1 

2.  Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  . 

— 

— 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease  . 

— 

— 

4.  Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  Infection  . 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

8.  Measles  . 

— 

— 

9.  Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Stomach 

4 

3 

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Lung,  Bronchus  ... 

12 

6 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Breast 

— 

4 

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm  -  Uterus  . 

— 

— 

14.  Other  Malignant  &  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

8 

13 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

— 

— 

16.  Diabetes 

— 

— 

17.  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

13 

17 

18.  Coronary  Disease,  Angina  . 

26 

16 

19.  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

4 

4 

20.  Other  Heart  Disease  . 

8 

16 

21.  Other  Circulatory  Disease  . 

4 

1 

22.  Influenza  . 

— 

2 

23.  Pneumonia 

6 

3 

24.  Bronchitis  . 

12 

3 

25.  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

— 

3 

26.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

1 

— 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

1 

— 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

— 

— 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  . 

5 

— 

30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  Malformations  . 

2 

2 

32.  Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  ... 

7 

8 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

3 

— 

34.  All  Other  Accidents 

3 

2 

35.  Suicide  . 

1 

— 

36.  Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

— 

— 

Totals 

120 

104 
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III. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICE. 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946. 

Hospital  and  Specialist  Services  Provision. 

(1)  Hospital  Services. 

Hospital  facilities  for  the  District  are  provided  through  the  North-West 
Durham  Hospital  Management  Committee  by  the  Newcastle  Regional  Hos¬ 
pital  Board. 

(a)  General. 

The  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary  and  the  General  Hospital,  Newcastle,  the 
Bensham  and  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Hospitals,  Gateshead,  receive  the  major¬ 
ity  of  medical  and  surgical  cases  from  the  District.  Some  cases  are  also 
referred  to  and  treated  at  the  Hexham  General  Hospital  when  convenient. 
Hospital  in-patient  and  out-patient  treatment  for  suitable  cases  is  also  ob¬ 
tainable  at  the  Dunston  Hill  Hospital;  and  the  Whickham  and  District  War 
Memorial  Cottage  Hospital  undertakes  the  treatment  of  a  limited  number  of 
medical  and  surgical  cases.  Lee  Hill  Hospital,  Lanchester,  has  a  bed  capacity 
of  300  and  caters  for  patients  who  are  chronically  sick,  orthopaedic  or  geria¬ 
tric  in  category.  It  also  provides  for  Part  III  Accommodation  patients  as 
required  under  the  National  Assistance  Act. 

(b)  Midwifery  and  Gynaecology. 

The  great  majority  of  cases  of  this  nature  who  require  hospital  treat¬ 
ment  are  sent  either  to  the  Princess  Mary  Maternity  Hospital,  Newcastle,  the 
Bensham  General  or  the  Queen  Elizabeth  Hospitals,  Gateshead,  or  the 
Richard  Murray  Hospital,  Shotley  Bridge. 

(c)  Infectious  Diseases. 

(i)  Tuberculosis. 

Provision  is  made  for  the  hospital  treatment  of  tuberculosis  cases 
in  sanatoria  throughout  the  counties  of  Durham  and  Northumberland. 
Norman’s  Riding  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Winlaton,  is  used  as  a 
sanatorium  for  both  male  and  female  patients.  There  is  a  Chest  Clinic 
attached  to  the  Whickham  and  District  War  Memorial  Cottage  Hospital 
where  a  Chest  Physician  attends  and  holds  regular  clinical  sessions. 
Early  diagnosis,  and  admission  to  hospital  promptly  thereafter,  of  such 
sufferers  has  now  been  achieved  resulting  in  a  much  improved  prospect 
of  recovery  and  complete  cure. 
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(ii)  Venereal  Diseases. 

Specialist  treatment  is  available  for  these  complaints  at  the  Ven¬ 
ereal  Diseases  Clinic,  the  General  Hospital,  Westgate  Road,  Newcastle 
upon  Tyne,  where  every  effort  is  made  to  maintain  secrecy  and  avoid 
attendance  becoming  generally  known.  General  practitioners  are  able 
to  refer  their  patients  to  the  Clinic  for  necessary  investigation  and 
treatment. 

(iii)  Other  Infectious  Diseases. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  isolation,  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis,  venereal  diseases  or  smallpox,  are  treated  either  at  the  Sheriff 
Hill  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Gateshead,  or  the  Walkergate  Hos¬ 
pital,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne.  Smallpox  cases,  should  they  occur  in  the 
District,  would  be  admitted  to  Langley  Park  Isolation  Hospital. 

(d)  Mental  Health. 

The  Lee  Hill  Hospital,  Lanchester,  provides  44  beds  for  the  accomoda¬ 
tion  of  the  mentally  sick. 

Acutely  mentally  ill  patients  are  normally  admitted  to  St.  Nicholas’  Hos¬ 
pital,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne.  Less  severe  cases  can  also  be  received  there  for 
care  and  treatment. 

(e)  Convalescent  Home. 

The  establishment,  formerly  known  as  the  Castle  Hill  Convalescent 
Home,  situate  in  Ryton  Urban  District,  is  now  styled  the  Country  Branch 
Annex  of  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary.  It  is  no  longer  strictly  a  convalescent 
home  and  does  not  accept  patients  directly  but  only  for  pre  or  post  Royal 
Victoria  Infirmary  treatment.  There  are  95  beds,  50  for  woman  patients  and 
the  remainder  for  men. 

(2)  Laboratory  Services. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  for  the  District  operates  from  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Pathological  Institute,  General  Hospital,  New¬ 
castle  upon  Tyne  4.  By  arrangement  with  the  Durham  County  Council,  all 
specimens  for  bacteriological  examination  are  sent  there  by  general  practi¬ 
tioners,  patients  and  Health  Departments  of  Local  Authorities  and  investi¬ 
gated  and  reported  upon  free  of  charge. 

(3)  Blood  Transfusion  Service. 

The  Regional  Blood  Transfusion  Service  has  its  Headquarters  in  the 
General  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  4.  It  provides  all  necessary  service 
for  this  District.  It  has  a  Donor  Panel  Department  which  organises  and 
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maintains  Blood  Donor  Panels  in  each  locality.  In  this  District,  during  1961, 
sessions  were  held  as  under.  The  figures  show  the  strength  of  the  panel  on 
the  dates  listed,  also  the  number  of  donations  which  were  received  during 
the  year. 


Name  of 
Panel 
Whickham 


Sessions  Centre 
Axwell  Park  Colliery 
Miners  Welfare  Hall 


Date  of 
Sessions 
28th  February 
24th  August 


Strength 
of  Panel 
188 
191 


Further  sessions  will  be  arranged  in  the  District  during  1962. 


Total 

Attendance 

93 

86 


(4)  Mass  Miniature  Radiography. 


The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  which  serves  this  District  is  Unit  1A,  which 
is  based  on  the  Newcastle  General  Hospital,  418  Westgate  Road,  Newcastle 
upon  Tyne.  A  Mobile  Unit  visits  the  District  at  times  throughout  the  year 
and  holds  public  sessions  and  sessions  at  industrial  establishments,  The 
statistics  for  this  District  are  given  below. 


Year 

1961 


Number  of 
Miniature  Films 
M.  F.  Total 

1,209  721  1,930 


Number  Recalled  for 
Large  Films 
M.  F.  Total 


Number  Referred  to 
Chest  Clinic 
M.  F.  Total 

29  5  34 


Public  sessions  were  held  at  Dunston  and  Swalwell  on  two  occasions 
whilst  at  Whickham  and  Sunniside  they  were  held  once. 


The  industrial  establishments  visited  during  1961  were  : — 
James  Ellis  and  Co.  Ltd.,  Swalwell 
Raine  and  Co.  Ltd.,  Swalwell 
Dunston  Power  Station,  Dunston 
C.W.S.  Flour  Mills,  Dunston 
C.W.S.  Soap  Works,  Dunston 
and  8  other  small  concerns. 


It  should  be  noted  that,  as  the  Unit  is  now  equipped  with  a  special 
camera,  recall  of  examinees  for  large  films  is  no  longer  necessary. 


Local  Authority  Provision. 

(1)  Local  Health  Authority. 

The  Local  Health  Authority  for  the  Urban  District  is  Durham  County 
Council  which  is  responsible  for  the  following  Health  Services  : — 

(a)  Health  Centres 

(b)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
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(c)  Midwifery 

(d)  Health  Visiting 

(e)  Home  Nursing 

(f)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

(g)  Ambulances 

(h)  Prevention  of  Illness;  Care  and  After-Care  of  sick  persons 

(i)  Home  Help  Service 

(j)  Mental  Health 

(a)  Health  Centres. 

There  are  no  Health  Centres  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  in  operation 
in  the  District. 

(b)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Clinics  for  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments  in  school  children  and 
dental  treatment,  maternity  and  child  welfare  and  sunray  treatment  are  pro¬ 
vided,  by  the  Education  and  Health  Departments  of  Durham  County  Coun¬ 
cil,  at  various  Centres  throughout  the  District  where  mothers  and  children 
may  attend.  Welfare  foods  are  also  distributed  from  these  Centres.  Centres 
in  the  District  hold  sessions,  provide  treatment  and  supply  welfare  foods  as 
under  : — 


Address  of  Centre 

Dunston.  Hawthorne  Lodge,  Ellison  Roaa, 


Sessions 

Maternity  &  Child  Mondays  and 
Welfare  Clinic  Fridays  weekly 

Distribution  of  Monday  all  day 

Welfare  Foods  and  Friday 

afternoons 

Maternity  &  Child  Alt.  Wednesday 
Welfare  Clinic  afternoons 

Distribution  of  Alt.  Wednesday 

Welfare  Foods  afternoons 

Maternity  &  Child  Alt.  Tuesday 
Welfare  Clinic  afternoons 

Distribution  of  Alt,  Tuesday 

Welfare  Foods  afternoons 


Sunniside.  Methodist  Schoolroom, 


Whickham.  Community  Centre,  Front  Street, 


The  Assistant  Welfare  Medical  Officer  attends  certain  sessions  at 
Centres,  information  regarding  which  can  be  obtained  at  the  appropriate 
Centre. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  open  from  9-30  —  12 
noon  and  from  1-30  —  4  p.m;  and  the  Centres  for  the  distribution  of  Welfare 
Foods  from  10  —  12  noon  and  2  —  4  p.m.  on  the  stated  days. 
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(c)  Midwifery. 


An  expectant  mother  can  have  the  services  of  a  doctor  who  undertakes 
maternity  work  as  part  of  the  General  Practitioner  Services  organised  by 
the  Durham  Executive  Council.  Ante-natal  and  post-natal  care  is  available 
at  Local  Health  Authority  Clinics.  A  domiciliary  midwifery  service  is  provi¬ 
ded.  The  names,  addresses  and  telephone  numbers  of  the  District  midwives 
are  given  below. 


Ward 


Name 


Whickham 
Marley  Hill 
Sunniside 
Whickham 
Dunston 


).... 

)....Mrs.  J.  A.  Brown 
).... 

....Mrs.  M.  M.  Hall 
....Mrs.  E.  Pearson 


Address 


Tel.  No. 


6  Bowness  Road,  Whickham  Whick.  88-7694 


18  Coniston  Ave.,  Whickham  Whick.  88-7381 
28  Braeside,  Whickham  Hill  Dunston  604869 
Estate,  Dunston 


175  births  in  the  District  were  notified  by  midwives  during  the  year. 


(d)  Health  Visiting. 

Health  Visitors  attend  persons  in  their  homes  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
advice  to  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  on  the  care  of  young  children,  to 
aged  or  ill  persons,  and  also  to  stress  the  measures  necessary  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  infection.  The  names  and  addresses  of  the  District  Health  Visitors 
and  the  number  and  types  of  domiciliary  visits  carried  out  in  No.  1  Health 
Area  (Blaydon,  Ryton  and  Whickham  Urban  Districts)  are  given  below. 


Ward 

Name 

Address 

Swalwell 

) 

Parts  of  Dunston 

)  ....  Miss  U.  Elliott 

School  House,  Shibdon  Bank, 

and  Whickham 

) 

Blaydon-on-Tyne 

Byermoor,  Marley  Hill,  ) 

Sunniside, 

)  ....  Miss  G.  Moore 

10  The  Briars,  Castletown, 

Whickham  (part) 

) 

Sunderland 

Dunston 

.  Miss  H.  Simpson 

25  St.  George's  Terrace, 
Jesmond,  Newcastle /Tyne,  2. 

Domiciliary  Visits 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  ... 

.  6,500 

Tuberculosis  . 

.  535 

Mentally  Sub-normal  . 

.  136 

Schools  . 

.  494 

General  Health  . 

.  261 

Aged  People  . 

.  201 

TOTAL  —  8,127 
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(e)  Home  Nursing. 


A  Home  Nursing  Service  is  provided  in  the  District  as  the  responsib¬ 
ility  of  the  Local  Health  Authority.  Any  requests  for  the  services  of  a  Home 
Nurse  should  be  made  to  the  Superintendent  of  Home  Nursing  at  Shire  Hall, 
Durham,  (telephone  number  Durham  4411);  or  to  one  of  the  District  Nurses 
whose  names,  addresses  and  telephone  numbers  are  listed  below. 

Ward  Name  Address  Tel.  No. 

Dunston  ....Miss  E.  Sheridan  25  Wallace  Street,  Dunston  Dunston  604361 

Sunniside  ....Miss  F.  Grundy  7  Broadpool  Tee.,  Whickham  Whick.  88-7631 


Whickham  ....Mrs.  E.  M.  Hill 


14  Broadpool  Tee.,  Whickham  Whick.  88-7540 


Mrs,  J.  Robinson  Sherburn  Cottage,  27  Grange  Whick.  88-7129 

Lane,  Whickham 

9,467  visits  were  made  by  the  District  Nurses  during  the  year. 


(f)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 


Vaccination  against  smallpox  may  be  obtained  free  of  charge  on  applic¬ 
ation  to  any  medical  practitioner  who  has  agreed  to  give  service  within  the 
National  Health  Service  General  Practitioner  Service;  and  also  for  children  at 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  may  also 
be  obtained  free  of  charge  on  application  to  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centres;  or  from  any  General  Practitioner  in  the  National  Health  Service. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  may  be  carried  out,  in  approp¬ 
riate  circumstances,  by  the  Chest  Physician  at  the  Chest  Clinic  at  Whick¬ 
ham.  A  scheme  for  the  vaccination  with  B.C.G.  of  all  non-immune  school 
children  over  twelve  years  is  now  being  carried  out  yearly  by  the  Assistant 
County  Medical  Officer  for  the  Area. 

No  B.C.G.  immunisation  programme  had  been  started  prior  fo  Novem¬ 
ber,  1961.  In  view  of  the  size  of  the  problem,  as  an  initial  programme  protec¬ 
tion  of  all  school  children  over  12  years  of  age  was  scheduled  to  be  com¬ 
pleted  within  a  year.  When  this  is  completed  all  school  children  of  1 1  years 
and  upward  will  be  inculded  in  future  programmes. 

Immunisation  against  poliomyelitis  is  available  free  of  charge  for  all 
unprotected  persons  under  forty  years  of  age  and  not  less  than  six  months 
old  on  the  date  of  application,  for  all  expectant  mothers  and  for  cetrain 
other  specified  persons,  on  application  to  general  practitioners,  at  Mater¬ 
nity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres,  to  the  County  Health  Department  in  Dur¬ 
ham  or  to  the  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  Area.  Sessions  are 
also  arranged  at  clinics  in  the  District  where  eligible  persons  may  receive 
such  protection. 
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Statistics  for  immunisations  and  vaccinations  carried  out  in  the  District 
are  given  in  Part  IV  of  this  Report. 

(g)  Ambulance  Service. 

The  Durham  County  Council  Health  Department  controls  and  provides 
the  ambulance  facilities  for  the  Administrative  County. 

All  requests  for  an  ambulance  should  be  made  to  the  Message  Receiving 
Centre  at  the  Ambulance  Station,  East  Street,  Stanley  (telephone  number 
Stanley  570)  which  is  responsible  for  such  service  to  the  Blaydon,  Ryton  and 
Whickham  Urban  Districts.  The  Centre  is  open  for  message  reception  for  24 
houii  i  day  and  has  direct  communication  with  Ambulance  Headquarters  at 
Durnam. 

A  General  Service  Sub-Depot  at  Winlaton  deals,  on  instruction  from 
Stanley,  with  routine  work  of  the  service  from  8-0  a.m.  to  8-0  p.m.  Monday 
to  Friday,  and  from  8-0  a.m.  to  4-0  p.m.  on  Saturdays. 

Details  of  the  work  carried  out  in  respect  of  No.  1  Health  Area  are 
given  below  : — 

Stretcher  Cases  Sitting  Cases  Journeys  Miles 
1,774  16,372  3,623  99,329 

Of  these,  296  stretcher  cases  and  143  sitting  cases  were  emergencies. 

(h)  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care  of  Sick  Persons. 

Nursing  equipment  is  provided  for  sick  persons  on  request  by  medical 
practitioners,  district  nurses  and  hospital  almoners.  Invalid  chairs  are  also 
available  and  extra  nourishment  or  bedding  can  be  supplied  to  patients  suff¬ 
ering  from  tuberculosis.  A  charge  is  normally  made  for  this  service,  but,  in 
certain  circumstances,  the  charge  may  be  reduced  or  waived  altogether.  De¬ 
tails  of  equipment  so  supplied  in  the  District  throughout  1961  are  set  out 
below. 


•0 


13  3  —  22  19  — -  6  4  1  2  —  1  19  —  10  —  —  2 
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Limited  accommodation  is  available  in  convelescent  homes  provided  by 
voluntary  agencies  and  information  can  be  obtained  from  the  County  Health 
Department.  Domiciliary  visits  are  made  to  patients  at  homo  by  Health  Vis¬ 
itors  and  District  Nurses. 

(i)  Home  Help  Services. 

Domestic  help  is  provided  for  households  where  such  help  is  needed 
because  of  the  presence  of  any  person  who  is  ill,  an  expectant  mother,  lying- 
in,  mentally  ill,  aged  or  a  child  not  over  school  age.  Requests  for  the  services 
of  a  Home  Help  can  be  made  to  the  Asst.  Organiser  for  the  Area,  Mrs.  L. 
Caley,  2  Mill  Lane,  Winlaton  Mill  (telephone  number  Blaydon  380),  or  to  a 
Health  Visitor,  or  directly  to  the  Health  Department,  Shire  Hall,  Durham 
(telephone  number  Durham  4411). 

Details  of  work  undertaken  by  the  Home  Help  Service  in  No.  1  Health 
Area  (Blaydon,  Ryton  and  Whickham  Urban  Districts)  during  the  year  are 


given  below. 

Number  of  cases  at  1-1-61  .  324 

New  cases  served  during  year .  151 

Total  number  of  cases  served  during  year .  475 

Cases  terminated  during  year  .  126 

Cases  served  at  31-12-61  .  349 

Number  of  Home  Helps  employed  at  31-12-61  .  253 

Visits  made  by  Assistant  Organiser  during  year  ....  4,886 

(j)  Mental  Health. 


Under  the  Mental  Health  Act,  the  Local  Health  Authority  is  responsible 
for  domiciliary  supervision,  care  and  after  care  of  the  mentally  sick  and  the 
educationally  subnormal. 

An  Adult  Residential  Training  Centre  for  the  Educationally  Subnormal 
of  the  County  has  been  opened  at  Lanchester.  Residents  live-in  from  Mon¬ 
day  to  Friday  of  each  week,  returning  home  at  the  week-end. 

For  non-adults,  a  similar  but  non-residential  Junior  Training  Centre  is 
established  at  Consett.  There  is  also  a  Day  Centre  at  Gateshead  for  the 
Educationally  Subnormal  which  can  be  attended  by  residents  from  Whick¬ 
ham,  Dunston  and  Swalwell.  There  are  two  such  Centres,  the  Junior  Train¬ 
ing  Centre  for  the  boys  and  girls  under  sixteeen  years,  and  the  Senior  Train¬ 
ing  Centre  for  older  boys. 
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(2)  Local  Sanitary  Authority. 

The  Urban  District  Council  is  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority  and  the 
work  carried  out  by  the  District  Health  Department  is  discussed  in  detail 
later  in  the  Report. 

Executive  Council  Provision 

The  Durham  Executive  Council  is  responsible  for  the  provision  of  the 
General  Medical  and  Dental,  the  Pharmaceutical  and  the  Supplementary 
Ophthalmic  Services  for  the  District.  Medical  practices  in  the  District  are 
largely  partnerships  of  two  or  more  doctors. 


EDUCATION  ACT,  1944. 

Local  Authority. 

The  Durham  County  Council  is  the  Local  Education  Authority  for  the 
Urban  District. 

School  Health  Services 

The  School  Health  Services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council.  They 
are  in  charge  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  who,  as  Principal  School  Medical 
Officer,  carries  out  the  requirements  of  the  Act  through  his  Deputy  and  staff. 
The  services  provide  for  the  systematic  medical  inspection  and  for  the  medi¬ 
cal  and  dental  treatment  of  school  children.  Special  School  Clinics  have 
been  built — often  a  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  functions  in  the 
same  building — where  a  School  Medical  Officer  attends  on  a  sessional  basis 
and  also  has  routine  attendances  at  the  actual  schools  medically  supervised. 

When  a  child  is  found  at  medical  examination  to  require  specialist  ex¬ 
amination  or  treatment,  arrangements  are  made,  with  the  agreement  of  the 
parents  and  the  family  doctor,  for  the  child  to  attend  the  appropriate  hos¬ 
pital  or  clinic.  Facilities  are  provided  at  school  clinics  for  the  treatment  of 
minor  ailments,  defective  vision,  dental  and  speech  defects.  Special  schools 
are  provided  for  handicapped  children  who  are  educationally  subnormal  or 
delicate.  Arrangements  are  made  when  necessary  for  other  handicapped 
children  to  be  placed  in  special  schools  maintained  by  other  Authorities. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  and  1951. 


Section  47 — Removal  to  Suitable  Premises  of  Persons  in  Need  of  Care 
and  Attention. 

Although  the  Council  are  authorised  under  these  Acts,  in  certain  cases, 
to  apply  for  compulsory  powers  to  remove  persons  in  need  of  care  and  atten¬ 
tion,  in  most  cases  people  are  anxious  to  remain  in  their  own  homes  and 
it  has  not  been  found  necessary  during  this  year  to  take  such  action.  While 
there  is  increasing  evidence  of  persons  who  are  aged,  infirm,  living  alone 
and  in  need  of  some  degree  of  assistance,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Home 
Help  Service  and  the  Welfare  Department  of  the  Local  Health  Authority, 
and  the  National  Assistance  Board,  it  has  been  possible  to  effect  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  welfare  of  these  persons  in  their  homes  or  by  admission  to  Part 
III  Accommodation  on  a  voluntary  basis.  As  a  result,  no  recourse  to  com¬ 
pulsory  powers  has  been  needed. 

Hostel  accommodation  is  provided  by  the  County  in  No.  1  Health  Area 
at  : — 


“The  Hemitage”,  Front  Street,  Whickham  Tel.  No.  887372  and 
Winton  House,  Parkhead  Estate,  Winlaton  Tel.  No.  Biaydon  290 

Residents  of  the  District  requiring  such  type  of  accommodation  can,  in 
addition,  be  admitted  to  any  of  the  County  Hostels  throughout  Durham 
County.  Information  regarding  these  can  be  obtained  from  the  Assistant 
County  Medical  Officer. 

Section  50 — Burial  and  Cremation  of  the  Dead. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  part  of  the  Act. 
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IV. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


PREVALENCE 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year  was 
690  as  compared  with  96  in  1960.  The  details  were  as  follows  : — 


Disease 

No.  of  Cases 

Remarks 

1960 

1961 

Scarlet  Fever 

39 

12 

Whooping  Cough 

27 

10 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

Measles 

4 

629 

Biannual  Increase 

Acute  Pneumonia 

6 

10 

Meningo-coccal  Infection 

— 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis 

1 

1 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

o 

i. 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

Dysentery 

3 

4 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

Para-typhoid  Fevers 

— 

— 

Food  poisoning 

— 

10 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

8 

9 

Meninges  & 

C.N.S. 

_ 

— 

Other  Forms 

4 

4 

Totals  ... 

96 

690 
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TABLE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS) 
SHOWING  AGE  GROUP  DISTRIBUTION  DURING  1961. 


AGE  GROUP 

DISEASE 

Total  Cases  Notifh 

Under  1  year  | 

1  —  2  years 

3  —  4  years 

5  —  9  years 

10—  -14  years 

15 — 19  years 

20—24  years 

25 — 44  years 

45 — 64  years 

Over  65  years 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

_ 

2 

3 

5 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Whooping  Cough 

10 

3 

2 

5 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

Measles 

Acute 

629 

16 

160 

191 

257 

2 

1 

1 

l 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorun 

Dysentery 

4 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

Meningococcal 

10 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

l 

3 

4 

Infection 

Acute 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- * 

— 

— 

Encephalitis 

Smallpox 

— 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Typhoid  Fever 

Paratyphoid 

Fevers 

Food  Poisoning 

10 

1 

1 

1 

l 

2 

4 

677 

21 

165 

196 

1 

267 

6 

2 

2 

6 

8 

4 

24 


TABLE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1961 
SHOWING  MONTHLY  AND  WARD  DISTRIBUTIONS 


MONTHS. 


Wards 


Diseases. 

January 

February 

March  j 

April 

May 

5 

>> 

’d 

August 

4-J 

CL 

<D 

C/D 

October 

Nov’ber 

U 

P 

O 

CJ 

Q 

Totals 

Dunston 

j; 

£ 

73 

|  Whick’m 

Marley 

Hill 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

12 

12 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

__ 

— 

i 

10 

6 

2 

— 

2 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  . 

8 

46 

66 

55 

116 

273 

60 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

629 

306 

82 

180 

61 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

i 

10 

9 

1 

— 

_ 

Meningococcal  Inf’n 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis  ... 

Smallpox  . 

Ophthalmia  Neon’m 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 
Erysipelas  . 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 
Paratyphoid  Fevers 

_ 

_ 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

3 

3 

— 

10 

8 

1 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis: 

Respiratory: 
Meninges  &  C.N.s. 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

9 

3 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Forms 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 

2 

Totals 

19 

48 

72 

ei 

121 

278 

66 

5 

9 

5 

4 

2 

690 

351 

90 

183 

66 

Scarlet  Fever. 

The  policy  of  home  treatment  of  this  disease  has  continued  where  sat¬ 
isfactory  isolation  arrangements  were  possible.  When  hospital  isolation  has 
been  considered  necessary  this  has  always  been  possible  to  arrange  by  ad¬ 
mission  to  Sheriff  Hill  Hospital. 


Diphtheria. 

For  the  thirteenth  year  in  succession  no  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified 
in  the  District. 


Poliomyelitis. 

No  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  notified  in  Whickham  Urban  District 
during  the  year  1961. 
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Dysentery. 

4  cases  were  notified  as  against  3  in  1960.  All  were  of  the  mild  Sonne 
type.  A  close  check  was  kept  on  each  case  and  contacts. 

Food  Poisoning. 

10  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year,  13  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  9  respiratory 
and  4  non-respiratory.  6  respiratory  and  3  non-respiratory  cases  were  trans¬ 
ferred  into  the  District.  The  detailed  figures  are  shown  in  Tables  A  and  B. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  with  regard  to  the  employment  in  dairies 
of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis;  nor  was  action  necessary  under  Sec¬ 
tion  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Table  A  —  Cases  Notified  during  1960  and  1961. 


Year 

Total 

Dunston 

Whic’ham 

Swalwell 

Mar.  Hill 

1961 

Respiratory 

9 

3 

2 

1 

3 

Non- Respiratory 

4 

2 

2 

- 

- 

Totals 

13 

5 

4 

1 

3 

1960  !  Totals 

12 

2  1  4 

5  1  1 

Table  B  —  New  Cases  (including  inward  transfers) 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Pulmonary 

Non-pulm’ary 

M 

I  F 

M 

F 

Under  1  year 

1  —  4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—14 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

15  —  24 

2 

- 

1  (0 

2 

25  -  34 

10) 

3  (3) 

-  1 

35  —  44 

2  (1) 

— 

1 

— 

45  —  54 

2  (1) 

— 

— 

1  (1) 

55  —  64 

2 

— 

— 

1  (0 

65  and  over 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Totals 

12  (3) 

3  (3) 

3  0) 

4  (2) 

(  )  shows  number  of  inward  transfers. 

26 


Table  C  —  Comparative  Table  of  Registered  Tuberculosis  Sufferers 


Sex 

No.  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
on  Register  at  commence¬ 
ment  of  year  1961. 

No;  of  casesof  Tuberculosis 
on  Register  at  end  of  year  1961 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pul- 

monary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pul- 

monary 

Male 

87x 

7x 

84 

8 

Female  ... 

81x 

6x 

66 

7 

Totals 

168x 

13x 

169 

15 

x  after  revision  in  collaboration  with  Chest  Clinic. 


Table  D  —  Removals  from  the  Tuberculosis  Register  during  1961 


Reasons. 

Totals 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pul- 

monary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Removed  from  District 

8 

4 

3 

1 

_ 

Recovered... 

29 

10 

15 

1 

3 

Deceased  ... 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

38 

15 

18 

2 

3 

CONTROL. 

Below  are  given  statistics  and  information  of  the  measures  which  have 
been  taken  for  the  protection  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus, 
Poliomyelitis,  Smallpox  and  Tuberculosis,  of  residents  in  the  District. 

Diphtheria*  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus. 

Protection  against  these  three  infections  can  be  given  separately  or 
jointly  and  the  figures  below  give  information  in  respect  of  Diphtheria, 
Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus. 


Diphtheria. 

1959  1960 

1961 

19  182 

157 

Whooping  Cough. 

1959  1960 

1961 

19  181 

157 

Tetanus. 

1961 

241 
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Poliomyelitis. 

Area  Statistics. 

By  the  31st  December,  1961,  21,831  persons  had  received  primary  polio¬ 
myelitis  vaccinations  in  the  Area  comprising  the  Urban  Districts  of  Blaydon, 
Ryton  and  Whickham.  Of  these  16,207  had  received  their  third  injections  in 
addition. 

The  age  group  distribution  of  primary  vaccinations  was  as  under  : — 


Number  of  Persons  vaccinated  with  two  injections 
at  any  time  up  to  31-12-61 

Persons  born  Persons  born  Other 

in  Years  in  Years  Groups  Total 

1943-61 _ 1933-42 _ 

15,529  4,481  1.821_ 21,831 


Number  of  persons  who  had 
received  third  injections  up 
to  31-12-61 


16,207 


District  Statistics. 


Primary  vaccinations  and  third  injections  received  during  the  year  1961 
are  as  shown  below  : — 

Vaccinations  undertaken  by  General  Practioners. 


Primary  Vaccinations 

Third 

Fourth 

1943-61 

Under  40  &  born 

1933-42  before  1932  Others 

Total 

Injection 

Injection 

396 

84  272  15 

767 

1,137 

197 

161  children  and  adults  received  vaccination  at  afternoon  sessions. 


Smallpox. 


Primary  Vaccination 


Under  1  yr. 

1  yr. 

2-4  yrs.  5-14  yrs. 

15  years  or  over 

Total 

194 

10 

4  9 

13 

230 

Under  1  yr. 

l  yr- 

Re-Vaccination 

2-4  yrs.  5-14  yrs 

15  years  or  over 

Total 

— 

— 

2  3 

37 

42 

Tuberculosis  and  B.C.G. 

School 

Dunston  Hill  Modern 

Vaccination 

Number  Number  Heaf 

Vaccinated  Positive 

279  62 

Total 

Eligible 

440 
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V. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


1.  Water  Supply. 

The  Dunston,  Swalwell  and  the  greater  part  of  Whickham  Wards  are 
supplied  by  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company  and  the  Marley 
Hill  Ward  by  the  Durham  County  Water  Board. 

All  dwelling  houses  in  the  District  are  supplied  by  direct  mains,  with  the 
exception  of  4  which  are  supplied  by  wells  and  springs. 

The  mains  water  is  of  good  quality,  the  supply  being  continuous  and 
plentiful.  16  samples  were  taken  by  the  Department  for  bacteriological  exam¬ 
ination  during  the  year.  All  samples  (except  one)  were  found  satisfactory;  one 
after  retake  (the  unsatisfactory  analysis)  proved  sound.  One  sample  of  water 
was  subjected  to  chemical  analysis  by  the  Public  Analyst  and  was  certified 
pure  and  wholesome,  with  no  traces  of  lead  or  copper.  No  samples  of  raw 
water  entering  the  supply  were  taken. 


Extension  to  water  mains  .  1,405  yards 

(these  extensions  were  carried  out  in  parts  of 
Dunston,  Swalwell  and  Whickham) 

Houses  supplied  by  direct  mains .  8,036 

Houses  supplied  by  wells  and  springs .  4 

Population  supplied  by  wells  and  springs  ....  14 

Population  supplied  by  direct  main  .  24,036 


Typical  Results  of  Chemical  Analyses  of  Filtered  Waters 


Max. 

Min. 

Mean 

pH  Value  . 

7.7 

6.8 

7.2 

Free  C02  . 

16 

2 

6 

Alkalinity  (as  CaC03)  . 

140 

50 

84 

Hardness  (as  CaC03) — 

Total  . 

194 

92 

138 

Carbonate  . 

140 

50 

84 

Non-Carbonate  . 

108 

28 

54 

Calcium  . 

176 

66 

112 

Magnesium  . 

60 

16 

26 

Chlorides  (as  Cl)  . 

17 

9 

12 

Sulphates  (as  S04)  . 

72 

18 

46 

Silica  (as  Si02)  . 

4.2 

0.8 

2.4 

Fluorides  (as  F)  . 

0.3 

0.1 

0.2 

Iron  (as  Fe)  . 

0.25 

0.01 

0.07 

Manganese  (as  Mn)  . 

0.05 

0.01 

0.0 1 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  (as  N)  . 

0.23 

0.04 

0.12 
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Albuminoid  Ammonia  (as  N)  . 

0.20 

0.01 

0.09 

Nitrates  (as  N)  . 

2.0 

0.1 

0.8 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate . 

3.4 

1.0 

2.0 

Dissolved  Solids  . 

280 

130 

210 

Chemical  results  in  milligrams 

per  litre 

Notes  : 

1.  Over  much  of  the  distribution  system  the  water  is  a  blend  of  the  products 
of  the  principal  treatment  plants. 

2.  These  plants  in  turn  receive  water  in  variable  proportions  from  the  sev¬ 
eral  sources  utilised  by  the  Company. 

3.  It  is  therefore  difficult  to  predict  the  composition  of  the  supply  to  any 
particular  point  and  the  maxima  and  minima  quoted  are  not  to  be  re¬ 
garded  as  absolute  values  but  rather  as  limits  not  likely  to  be  exceeded 
in  normal  circumstances. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  formal  action  under  this  heading  was  needed  during  the  year.  Fur¬ 
ther  extensions  of  piping  in  part  of  the  mill  race  at  Swalwell  were  undertaken. 

3.  Closet  Accommodation. 

By  virtue  of  grants  approved  within  the  provisions  of  the  House  Pur¬ 
chase  and  Housing  Act,  1959,  some  dwelling  houses  now  have  more  than 
one  water-closet.  On  account  of  Clearance  Orders  confirmed  during  the  year 
19  dwelling  houses  with  ashpit  privies  will  be  demolished  and  a  further  10 
dwellings,  where  the  water-closet  is  shared,  will  be  cleared. 


The  following  table  indicates  closet  accommodation. 


Increase  or 

Decrease  during  the  Year 
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Water-closets 

8,379 

— 

+  32 

+  181 

“I 

+  212 

8,591 

Ash-closets 

3 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Ashpit  privies 

55 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

55 
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4.  Public  Cleansing  and  Salvage 

This  is  organised  so  as  to  enable  the  refuse  from  every  dwelling  house 
and  all  other  premises  to  be  collected  and  disposed  of  at  least  once  weekly. 

During  the  year,  the  estimated  weight  of  refuse  collected  was  16,500 
tons;  this  represented  36.21  cwts.  per  1,000  population  per  day.  Most  refuse 
is  disposed  of  by  tipping  at  Swalwell  and  Byermoor,  the  average  haul  being 
2  miles. 

5.  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Some  flooding  still  occurs  in  low  areas  after  very  heavy  storms.  Improve¬ 
ments  carried  out  in  the  Swallwell  Ward  have  relieved  the  flooding. 

Most  of  the  sewage  is  discharged,  untreated,  directly  into  the  rivers 
Derwent  and  Tyne. 

6.  Atmospheric  Pollution 
(a)  Measurement 

Readings  were  taken  at  both  recording  stations  during  the  year.  These 
recording  stations  are  situated  at  the  Chase  Park,  Whickham,  and  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  Depot  at  Dunston.  Unfortunately,  complete  figures  for  Dunston  Depot 
were  unobtainable  as  the  instrument  was  damaged. 

The  situation  of  the  Chase  Park  gauge  is  semi-rural;  even  so,  twice 
during  the  year  the  insoluble  deposit  was  higher  than  that  recorded  at  Dun¬ 
ston  Depot.  This  was  due  to  vegetable  matter  mainly  in  the  form  of  leaves. 


Deposit  Gauge  Readings  —  1961 

Months 

Gauge 

Deposit  in 
Total 
Insoluble 

Tons  per 
Total 
Soluble 

Square  Mile 
Total 
Solids 

January 

Chase  Park  . 

.  22.45 

5.61 

28.06 

Dunston  Depot  . 

.  12.24 

6.93 

19.17 

February 

Chase  Park  . 

.  2.57 

5.54 

8.11 

Dunston  Depot  . 

.  8.46 

9.89 

18.35 

March 

Chase  Park  . 

.  4.04 

2.33 

6.37 

Dunston  Depot  . 

.  6.25 

4.05 

10.30 

April 

Chase  Park  . 

.  4.69 

8.35 

13.04 

Dunston  Depot  . 

.  11.32 

11.08 

22.40 

May 

Chase  Park  . 

.  9.82 

4.69 

14.51 

Dunston  Depot  . 

.  13.05 

6.02 

19.07 

June 

Chase  Park  . 

.  2.50 

1.64 

4.14 

Dunston  Depot  . 

.  5.47 

12.24 

17.71 

July 

Chase  Park  . 

.  4.17 

6.57 

10.74 

Dunston  Depot  . 

.  9.18 

8.16 

17.34 

August 

Chase  Park  . 

.  19.33 

5.24 

24.57 

Dunston  Depot  . 

.  6.56 

5.98 

12.54 
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September 

Chase  Park  . 

Dunston  Depot  . 

.  4.89 

1.92 

6.81 

October 

Chase  Park  . 

Dunston  Depot  . 

.  4.14 

8.59 

12.73 

November 

Chase  Park  . 

Dunston  Depot  . 

.  3.63 

2.91 

6.54 

December 

Chase  Park  . 

Dunston  Depot  . 

.  2.33 

.  8.52 

6.53 

19.29 

8.86 

27.81 

(b)  Domestic  Smoke 

The  argument  for  making  Smoke  Control  Areas  is  strong;  smoke  con¬ 
taining  a  high  amount  of  tarry  matter  is  emitted  from  domestic  premises  at 
low  level  to  the  detriment  of  the  health  of  the  population. 

It  has  been  recommended  that,  by  1964,  Smoke  Control  Orders  made 
will  include  some  40%  acreage  of  the  Urban  District.  This  would  mean  that 
4,127  premises,  of  which  3,855  are  dwellings,  would  then  be  consuming 
smokeless  fuels. 

(c)  Industrial  Smoke 

Few  instances  of  the  emission  of  dark  smoke  were  recorded.  These 
were  mainly  due  to  the  lighting  up  of  furnaces  The  Akali  Inspector  is  deal¬ 
ing  with  dark  smoke  from  a  brickworks. 

(d)  Spoil  Banks 

Following  previous  complaints,  the  spoil  bank  at  Goodshields  haugh  was 
inspected  at  intervals.  The  National  Coal  Board  had  made  attempts  to  seal 
off  areas  which  were  burning. 

7.  Noise  Abatement 

Since  the  Noise  Abatement  Act  came  into  force  in  1960,  some  com¬ 
plaints  have  been  investigated;  generally,  however,  much  has  been  done 
informally  to  lessen  nuisance  from  noise. 

8.  Moveable  Dwellings  and  Caravan  Sites. 

Many  applications  for  permission  to  site  moveable  dwellings  on  land  in 
the  District  have  been  received.  Most  had  to  be  refused  unless  they  were 
within  the  exempted  classes.  It  is  felt  that  there  is  need  for  a  small,  well 
equipped,  licensed  site,  adequately  maintained  and  managed. 

9.  Offensive  Trades 

No  new  offensive  trades  have  been  established.  No  complaints  have 
been  received  in  regard  to  the  offensive  trades  already  established,  i.e.  one 
soap  boiling  works  and  one  fat  and  tallow  melting  works. 
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10.  Shops  Act,  1950 

The  Council  is  a  Shops  Act  Authority. 

16  visits  were  made  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act  and  to  ensure  that  the 
statutory  closing  hours  were  observed;  the  majority  of  shops  close  consider¬ 
ably  earlier  than  compelled. 

11.  Factories 

43  inspections  were  made  during  the  year;  the  work  done  under  this 
heading  is  shown  in  the  appendix  to  this  Report. 

12.  Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  District. 

13.  Licensed  Premises  and  Clubs 

These  are  listed  in  the  register  of  food  premises  and  are  inspected  regu¬ 
larly  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955/1960. 

14.  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 
(a)  Rodent  Control 

No.  of  premises  in  District  .  8,612 

No.  of  premises  inspected .  251 

No.  of  premises  inspected  and  found  to  be 
infested  with  : — 


(a)  Rats, 

(b)  Mice 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Major  infestations . 

Minor  infestations  . 

infestations  . 

Premises  Treated 

Schools  Hospitals 

Farms 

Nil 

170 

69 

Business 

Premises 

Refuse 

Tips 

Rats 

60 

1  2 

12 

55 

36 

Mice 

41 

1  5 

2 

17 

— 

Total 

101 

2  7 

14 

72 

36 

Sewers  were  treated  twice  during  the  year  in  April  and  October. 

April  October 

No.  of  manholes  treated .  55  94 

Test  baits  were  also  carried  out  on  21  manholes  in  January  and  July. 

A  thorough  check  was  also  made  on  all  sewer  outfalls  in  the  District. 
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(b)  Insect  Control 

An  insecticidal  powder  is  issued  to  householders,  free  of  charge,  to  deal 
with  minor  infestations,  mainly  of  cockroaches;  17  persons  took  advantage 
of  this  service.  Remedial  measures  are  taken  by  this  department  in  cases  of 
difficulty. 

Infestations  dealt  with  during  the  year  were  : — 


Insect  Dwelling  Houses  Schools  Hospitals 

Cockroach  .  26  1  1 

Flea  .  1  —  — 

Fly  .  1  —  — 

Wasp  .  4  —  — 

Ant  .  4  —  — 

Woodworm  .  1  —  — 


15.  Offices 

When  required,  offices  have  been  visited,  advice  given  and  action  taken 
where  necessary. 

16.  Cinemas 

These  were  visited  regarding  sanitary  accommodation  and  drainage. 
By  the  end  of  the  year  only  one  cinema  was  in  operation,  for  occasional 
shows. 

17.  Swimming  Baths 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  in  the  District 

18.  Disinfection  of  Houses 

During  the  year,  5  houses  were  disinfected. 

Disinfectant  is  issued  free  of  charge  in  case  of  infectious  disease.  On  22 
occasions,  disinfectant  was  so  issued. 

19.  Mortuaries 

These  are  two  in  number,  one  situated  in  Dunston  and  one  at  Swalwell. 

20.  Schools 

It  was  necessary  to  treat  three  schools,  one  for  rats,  another  for  mice 
and  the  third  for  cockroaches. 

One  pleasing  feature  has  been  the  willingness  of  headmasters  and  the 
school  attendance  officers  to  inform  this  department  when  any  child  was 
thought  to  be  suffering  from  infectious  disease. 

34 


21.  Recreation  Grounds 

Recreation  grounds  and  parks  are  situated  in  all  wards  and  the  amen¬ 
ities  provided  include  gardens,  pavilions,  bowling  greens,  tennis  courts  and 
children’s  playgrounds. 
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Summary  of  Sanitary  Defects  and  Nuisances  Remedied — 
General  Summary 


No.  of 
Inspect¬ 
ions 

No.  of 
Informal 
Notices 
Served 

No.  of 
Statutory 
N  otices 
Served 

Defects 

Remedied 

After 

Notice 

Housing: — 

Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts 

1323 

48 

2 

187 

Overcrowding 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences: — 
Insufficient 

3 

Defective 

10 

4 

_ 

3 

Drainage 

68 

9 

— 

8 

Water  Supply 

48 

4 

— 

2 

Food  Premises 

147 

1 

— 

— 

Shops  Act 

16 

— 

— 

— 

SI  aughterhouses : — 

Public 

Private 

98 

— 

— 

— 

Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

9 

— 

_ 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  and  Workplaces 

43 

4 

— 

— 

Keeping  of  Animals 

10 

4 

— 

1 

Insanitary  Ashpits  and 

Receptacles 

14 

6 

— 

5 

Offensive  Accumulations 

5 

4 

— 

4 

Smoke  Nuisances  Abatement 

40 

_ 

— 

— 

Prevention  of  Damage  by 

Pests  Act,  1949 

27 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Refuse  and  Dirty  or  Verminous 
Premises 

174 

9 

6 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Rent  Act 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Infectious  Diseases 

114 

— 

_ 

— 

House  Purch.  and  Housing  Act, 
1959 

204 

' 

Totals 

2370 

93 

2 

216 
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VI.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

1.  Milk  and  Milk  Products 

This  District  is  part  of  a  specified  area  in  which  milk  of  special  desig¬ 
nations  only  may  be  sold. 

Dairy  Farms 

The  supervision  of  milk  production  at  the  15  dairy  farms  in  the  Dist¬ 
rict  is  exercised  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

Dairies 

There  are  no  dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations, 
1949-54. 

Distributors  and  Retailers 

Annual  licensing  in  respect  of  special  designations  has  now  been  taken 
over  by  the  County  Council  as  has  milk  sampling. 

Milk  Sampling 

Samples  of  various  designated  milk  were  taken,  by  the  Durham  County 
Council  Health  Department,  from  26  milk  distributors  and  3  schools  in  the 
District. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  such  tests  : — 


Class  of  Milk 

No.  Taken 

Appropriate  Test 

No.  Passed 

No.  Failed 

Tuberculin  Tested 

3 

Methylene  Blue 

2 

1 

Animal  Inoculation 

— 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested 

11 

Methylene  Blue 

9 

2 

Pasteurised 

Phosphatase 

11 

— 

Pasteurised 

11 

Methylene  Blue 

10 

1 

Phosphatase 

11 

— 

Sterilised 

11 

Turbidity 

11 

— 

Disease  from  Milk 


No  action  was  necessary  under  Regulation  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations,  1949. 

Ice  Cream 

There  is  one  licensed  manufacturer  in  the  District.  The  factory  is  a  mod¬ 
ern  establishment  and  complies  with  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Reg¬ 
ulations,  1947-52. 

71  shops,  2  canteens,  4  cafes,  1  public  house,  1  farm  premises  and  1  hos¬ 
pital  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream. 
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2.  Meat. 

After  receipt  of  a  report  on  slaughterhouse  facilities,  the  Minister  ap¬ 
pointed  1st  July,  1961,  to  be  the  day  for  the  Construction  Regulations  to 
apply  to  all  slaughterhouses  in  the  District. 

After  this  date  only  one  private  slaughterhouse  remained  in  use,  follow¬ 
ing  improvements  in  construction  and  the  provision  of  a  stunning  pen. 

100%  meat  inspection  was  maintained  during  the  year;  in  all,  96  cattle, 
4  calves,  393  sheep  and  84  pigs  were  slaughtered  and  inspected. 

No  cases  of  cysticercus  bovis  were  encountered  during  the  year. 

Five  slaughterman  licences  were  issued  under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals 
Act  for  a  12  month  period. 

The  table  indicates  the  number  of  carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  con¬ 
demned  in  whole  or  in  part. 

Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  in  Part 


Cattle 

exclud¬ 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

96 

— 

4 

393 

84 

Number  inspected 

96 

— 

4 

393 

84 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  &  Cysticer- 
cosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

__ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

36 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticercosis 

37-50% 

— 

— 

— 

10-71% 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis  Only 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

__ 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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All  meat  condemned  is  stained  green  and  sent  to  the  local  by-products  works. 

3.  Other  Foods 

Two  complaints,  as  described  below,  were  dealt  with  concerning  foreign 
matter  found  in  food. 

One  packet  of  crisps  was  reported  as  confaining  foreign  matter  which 
proved  to  be  cotten  cloth,  and  led  to  a  conviction  against  the  manufacturers. 

A  tin  of  peas  containing  a  fibre  bolt  was  also  reported.  A  letter  of  cau¬ 
tion  was  sent  to  the  manufacturer. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  surrendered  by  traders  after  being  found 
unfit  for  human  consumption.  Disposal  is  by  burial  on  the  Council’s  tips. 


Tins  Tins 


I  amb  and  Tongue . 

Chopped  Pork  and  Ham 

3 

2 

Sardines  . 

Salmon  . 

..  19 

4 

Ox  Tongue . 

1 

Pilchards  . 

.  8 

Luncheon  Meat . 

3 

Pease  Pudding . 

4 

Minced  Pork  . 

J 

Rice  Pudding  . 

..  45 

Corned  Beef  . 

21 

Prunes  in  Rice . 

..  10 

Pork  and  Tongue  . 

4 

Plums  . 

..  12 

Lunch  Tongues  . 

1 

Pineapples  . 

..  55 

Pork  in  Juice . 

3 

Apricots  . 

4 

Chicken  . 

3 

Apple  and  Blackberry.. 

4 

Steak  . 

3 

Peaches  . 

..  55 

Ham  . 

15 

Cherries  . . 

8 

Tomatoes  . 

80 

Pears  . 

..  72 

Beans  in  Tomato  . 

2 

Mandarin  Oranges  .... 

..  16 

Peas  . 

42 

Fruit  Salad  . 

8 

Ox  Tail  Soup . 

4 

Grapefruit  . 

..  22 

Tomato  Soup . 

8 

Dairy  Cream  . 

4 

Vegetable  Soup . 

9 

Full  Cream  Milk . 

1 

Irish  Stew  . 

1 

Evaporated  Milk . 

..  20 

Bottles 

Tomato  Sauce  . 

5 

Skimmed  Milk . 

Stoned  Raisins . 

1 

Bottles 

...  18 

The  approximate  weight  of  the  above  condemned  foodstuffs  was  5£  cwts. 
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4>  Food  Premises 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  number  of  food  premises  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict,  showing  the  principal  trade  carried  on  in  each  case.  It  should  be  noted 
that,  in  many  cases,  other  types  of  commodities  are  sold  besides  the  prin¬ 
cipal  trade. 


Number  and  Classification 
Total  234 


Public  Houses  .  24 

Off  Licence  .  3 

Grocers’  Shops  .  26 

General  Dealers  .  45 

Wet  Fish  Shops .  4 

Confectioners  (sweets)  .  13 

Confectioners  (cakes)  .  12 

Greengrocers  .  6 

Butchers  .  22 

Chemists  .  2 

Egg  Packing  .  1 

Night  Club  .  1 


Cafes  .  4 

Industrial  Canteens  ....  9 

School  Kitchens  .  5 

Hospital  Kitchens  .  2 

Bakehouses  .  3 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  ....  9 

Halls  for  Catering  .  28 

Social  Clubs .  8 

institutions  .  2 


Inspections 

147  inspections  and  re-inspections  were  made.  Although  only  1  informal 
notice  was  served,  the  inspection  of  some  food  premises  rendered  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  draw  attention  to  minor  offences  against  the  Food  Hygiene  Regula¬ 
tions.  Most  of  these  irregularities  were  corrected  immediately. 

5.  Food  Sampling 

The  Durham  County  Council  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  the 
District  and  enforces  the  sampling  provisions  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955. 
The  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Weights  and  Measures  Department  has  kindly 
furnished  the  following  information. 

List  of  Samples  taken  in  the  Whickham  Urban  District 
During  the  Year  Ended  31st  December,  1961 

34  Milk 

5  Sterilised  Milk 

Informal  7  Milk  (taken  from  schools) 

Informal  1  Merry  Bottles  (Sweets) 

1  Glycerine 
1  Liquid  Paraffin 
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Informal 

Informal 

Informal 

Informal 


Informal 

Informal 

Informal 


Informal 

Informal 


Informal 

Informal 

Informal 


Informal 

Informal 

Informal 


1  Aspirin 

1  Flowers  of  Sulphur 
1  Epsom  Salts 
1  Cascara  Sagrada 
l  Gregory’s  Powder 
1  Compound  Tablets  of  Codeine 
1  Beef  Sausage  (Preserved) 

1  Pork  Sausage  (Preserved) 

1  Tomato  Soup  (Packets) 

1  Onion  Soup  (Packets) 

1  Oxtail  Soup  (Packets) 

2  Oatmeal 
2  Lard 

1  Sardines  (Tinned) 

1  Herrings  in  Tomato  Sauce  (Tinned) 

1  Mixed  Grill  (Tinned) 

1  Roast  Beef  and  2  Vegetable  (Tinned) 

1  Chicken  and  Ham  Paste 
1  Salmon  Paste 
1  Corned  Beef 

1  Chopped  Pork 

2  Tapioca 

1  Dessicated  Coconut 
1  Cheese 

1  Prunes  (Tinned) 

1  Strawberries  in  Syrup  (Tinned) 

1  Grapefruit  in  Syrup  (Tinned) 

1  Chocolate  Tea  Cakes  (Sweets) 

1  Jewel  Drops  (Sweets) 

1  Lime  and  Lemon  Jellies  (Sweets) 

1  Sliced  Peaches  in  Syrup  (Tinned) 

1  Macedoine  (Tinned) 

1  Golden  Crumbs 
1  Ground  Ginger 
1  Bi-Carbonate  of  Soda 
1  Rice 

1  Apricots  (Tinned) 

1  Tasty  Crisps  (Received  from  Public  Health  Inspector, 
1  Processed  Peas  Whickham  U.D.C.) 

1  Peanuts 
1  Tea 

1  Rice  Pudding  (Tinned) 

1  Prunes  in  Syrup  (Tinned) 

1  Orange  Drink 
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1  Soup  Mixture 
1  Icing  Sugar 
1  Dried  Apricots 
1  Dried  Prunes 
1  Crystallised  Ginger 
1  White  Flour 

Informal  2  Creamed  Rice  Pudding  (Tinned) 
1  Butter 
1  Split  Lentils 
1  Ground  Rice 
1  Ribena 


108 

The  Chief  Inspector  states  that  there  were  slight  irregularities  in  the 
labelling  of  three  samples,  Flowers  of  Sulphur  B.P.C.,  Cascara  Sagrada  B.P 
and  Gregory’s  Powder  B.P.C.,  which  were  taken  up  with  the  manufacturers 
concerned  and  the  matter  corrected.  All  other  samples  were  of  genuine 
quality. 

rrhe  Local  Authority  is  empowered  to  take  samples  for  examination  if 
it  is  thought  that  danger  exists.  Following  a  complaint  from  a  canteeen,  sus 
pected  foodstuffs  were  examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory;  no  harm 
ful  organisms  were  found  to  be  present. 

In  a  case  of  food  poisoning,  suspected  foodstuffs  were  examined  for  or¬ 
ganisms;  all  tests  were  negative. 

6.  Registration  of  Premises 

The  number  and  type  of  registered  premises  in  the  District  is  as  follows: - 
Ice-Cream 

Details  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  are  given  on 
page  37. 


Fried  Fish  Shops 

9  fried  fish  shops  are  registered  under  Section  16  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1955. 
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VII. 


HOUSING  AND  HOUSING  MANAGEMENT. 


1.  Building  Progress 

The  number  of  houses  built  in  the  District  during  the  year  is  as  below: — 

Houses  built  by  private  enterprise .  181 

Houses  built  by  Whickham  U.D.C .  — 

Total  —  181 


Comparative  Figures  1951  -  1961 


House  Built 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

Total 

Whickham  U.D.C. 

72 

54 

112 

99 

84 

105 

9 

129 

124 

— 

— 

788 

Private  Enterprise 

15 

17 

26 

142 

214 

122 

179 

145 

120 

156 

181 

1,317 

Total 

87 

71 

138 

241 

298 

227 

188 

274 

244 

156 

181 

2,105 

2.  Private  Housing 

Slum  Clearance 

4  Clearance  Orders  were  confirmed  by  the  Minister  involving  33  houses 
and  36  families.  The  rehousing  of  the  families  affected  had  commenced  before 
the  end  of  the  year. 

A  further  13  houses  were  declared  unfit  by  individual  Orders.  The  oc¬ 
cupiers  of  these  are  also  being  rehoused  by  the  Council. 

Closing  and  Demolition  of  Houses 

(i)  Number  of  houses  demolished  during  year  as  a  result  of 
Clearance  Schemes  or  other  formal  action  —  1. 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  closed  but  not  demolished  as  a  result  of 
formal  action  —  Nil. 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and  individual  unfit 
houses,  demolition  of  which  was  temporarily  postponed — 45. 

(iv)  Number  of  houses  in  use  as  temporary  accommodation — Nil. 

Reconditioning  and  Repair 

Houses  made  fit  during  the  year  by  procedure  under  Housing  Acts  (ex¬ 
cluding  temporary  accommodation)  or  Public  Health  Acts  —  82. 


(a)  As  a  result  of  informal  action  .  80 

(b)  By  owners  as  a  result  of  statutory  notice .  2 

(c)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners .  Nil 
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Improvement  Grants  —  Housing  Acts,  1949/59 


Number  of  Separate  Houses 


Discretionery 

Standard 

Grants 

Grants 

(a) 

Applications  submitted  to  Local  Auth- 
ity  during  1961  . 

11 

178 

(b) 

Applications  rejected  by  Local  Auth¬ 
ority  during  1961  . 

3 

Nil 

(c) 

Total  number  of  applications  approved 
since  inception  of  scheme  . 

33 

213 

(d) 

Total  number  of  grants  paid  since  in¬ 
ception  of  scheme  . 

30 

37 

Rent  Act,  1957 

Only  2  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  were  received. 

Similarly,  2  applications  by  landlords  were  made  for  cancellation  of 
certificates;  as  no  objections  were  received,  these  were  cancelled. 

Overcrowding 

Very  little  overcrowding  exists.  Mostly,  it  is  caused  by  sub-letting  to 
married  members  of  the  family  and  is  often  only  temporary.  Cases  of  over¬ 
crowding  are  given  some  degree  of  priority  on  the  housing  waiting  list.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  year,  where  statutory  overcrowding  or  overcrowding  on  a  bedroom 
standard  occurred,  accommodation  was  given  in  Council  houses. 

3.  Council  Housing 
Allocations 


During  the  year,  no  new  houses  were  let;  164  tenancies  were  allocated. 
Comparative  Figures,  1956-1961 


Council  Houses 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

New  Houses  Let 

111 

9 

129 

124 

-  - 

Tenancies  Allocated 

270 

160 

291 

349 

146 

164 

Of  the  164  tenancies  allocated, 

121  were 

exchanges  or 

transfers;  the 

number  of  families  allocated  Council  Houses  from  the  housing  waiting  list 
was  43  of  which  12  were  allocated  to  persons  occupying  unfit  dwellings. 
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Summary  of  Allocations 


Table  1  —  Type  of  Allocation 


Unfit  Houses  General  Need  Total 


12 


31 
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Table  2  —  Main  Reasons  for  General  Need  Allocations 


Ill  Health  Abatement  of  Overcrowding  Homeless  Families  Total 
10  12  9  31 


Table  3  —  Size  of  House  Allocated 


3  Roomed  4  Roomed  5  Roomed  Single  Persons  Aged  Persons  Total 


18  9  7  2  7  43 


Table  4  —  Result  of  Tenancy  Transfer 


Abating  under-  Abatement  of  Moving  to  a  Domestic 

occupation  overcrowding  Diff.  Locality  Reasons  Total 


14  6  5  31  56 


Table  5  —  Summary  of  Exchanges 


Abating  under-  Abating  Exchanges  out-  Exchanges  with  Convenient 
occupation  overcrowding  side  District  Private  Houses  Locality  Total 


20  15  7  5  18  65 


Sub-Tenants 

These  are  only  allowed  by  permission  of  the  Council.  Permission  is  usu¬ 
ally  granted  for  six  months  and  must  be  renewed  thereafter.  Except  in  cer¬ 
tain  cases,  an  extra  5/-  is  charged. 

Applications  Considered 


Applications  Granted  Refused  Total 

New  Cases  .  57  19  76 

Renewals  .  26  2  28 
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The  Demand  for  Council  Houses 

In  spite  of  allocations  during  the  year,  the  demand  increased  as  fol¬ 


lows  : — 

Number  of  applicants  at  beginning  of  year .  862 

Number  of  applicants  at  end  of  year .  915 


The  Housing  List  as  at  31st  December,  1961,  is  shown  opposite  and  in¬ 
dicates  the  type  of  house  needed  and  the  Ward  distribution. 

Housing  Sub-Committee 

This  Committee,  composed  of  five  Councillors  and  the  Housing  Alloca¬ 
tions  Officer,  meets  monthly  to  assist  in  Housing  Allocations. 
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BREAKDOWN  OF  HOUSING  APPLICATIONS  at  31st  DECEMBER,  1961 


WARD 

2  Bedroom  Type 

Total 

3  Bedroom  Type 

4  Bedroom  Type 

Total 

Aged  person  Type 

Total 

Single  person  Ty  pe 

Total 

Total 

Need 

rehousing 

No  reason 
for 

rehousing 

Need 

rehousing 

No  reason 
for 

rehousing 

Total 

Need 

rehousing 

No  reason 
for 

rehousing 

Need 

rehousing 

No  reason 
for 

rehousing 

N  eed 
rehousing 

No  reason 
for 

rehousing 

Dunston 

109 

177 

286 

54 

43 

97 

8 

5 

13 

45 

51 

96 

7 

19 

26 

518 

Swalwell 

46 

63 

109 

12 

18 

30 

2 

0 

2 

6 

8 

14 

3 

6 

9 

164 

Whickham 

69 

43 

82 

9 

8 

17 

1 

0 

\ 

1 

11 

18 

29 

9 

6 

15 

144 

Marley  Hiil 

23 

29 

52 

4 

8 

12 

1 

0 

1 

9 

11 

20 

3 

1 

4 

89 

Total 

217 

312 

529 

79 

77 

156 

12 

0 

17 

71 

88 

159 

22 

32 

54 

915 
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Appendix 

Factories  Act,  1937  to  1959 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  the  Year 
1961  for  the  Urban  District  of  Whickham  in  the  County  of  Durham. 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factory  Act,  1937. 

Part  I  of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspec¬ 
tions  made  by  Public  Health  Inspector) 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Premises 

Premises 
on  Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec* 
tions  1,2,3, 4  and  6  are  to 
be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

82 

40 

4 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers’ 
premises) 

8 

3 

Total  . 

91 

43 

4 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  Found 


Number  of  Cases  in  which 

Defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 

Particulars 

Referred 

in  which 

Found 

Rem¬ 

edied 

To  H.M. 
Inspect¬ 
or 

By  H.M. 
Inspect- 
tor 

prosecu¬ 
tion  were 
instituc- 
ed 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature 
(S.3) 

inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Drainage  of 
Floors  (S.6) 

_ 

_ 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
a)  Insufficient 

3 

3 

2 

b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

9 

9 

— 

6 

— 

c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  outwork). 

Totals 

12 

12 

— 

8 

— 
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Outworkers. 


The  names  and  places  of  employment  of  eight  outworkers  within  the 
District  were  notified  to  the  Health  Department. 

Three  persons  were  engaged  in  the  making  of  toilet  requisites  and  the 
remaining  five  in  the  finishing  of  wearing  apparel. 

No  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  noted  and  no  cases  of  default  in 
sending  in  lists  of  outworkers  to  the  Council  were  reported. 

No  occasions  arose  for  the  service  of  notices  or  for  prosecution  under 
the  Act. 
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List  of  Byelaws  in  Force  in  the  District 

1.  New  Streets  and  Buildings  and  Alterations  to  Buildings 

2.  Nuisances 

3.  Nuisances  in  Connection  with  the  Removal  of  Offensive  or  Noxious 
Matters. 

4.  Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Pavements,  the  Removal  of  House  Refuse, 
and  the  Cleansing  of  Earth-Closets,  Privies,  Ashpits  and  Cesspools. 

5.  Slaughterhouses 

6.  Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  or  Occupied  by  Members  of  More  than  One 
Family. 

7.  Common  Lodging-houses. 

8.  Regulation  of  certain  Offensive  Trades. 

9.  Management  of  a  Mortuary 

10.  Prevention  of  Danger  from  Whirligigs  and  Swings,  and  from  the  use  of 
Firearms  in  Shooting  Ranges  and  Galleries. 

11.  Decent  Conduct  of  Persons  using  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

12.  Management  of  Sanitary  Conveniences 

13.  Telegraph  and  Other  Wires 

14.  Building  Byelaws. 

15.  Building  Byelaws  made  under  Section  24  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

16.  Cemetery. 

17.  Dairies,  Cow  Sheds  and  Milk  Shops. 

18.  Recreation  Grounds. 

19.  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food  and  Sale  of  Food  in  the 
Open  Air. 

20.  Wireless  Installation. 

21.  Fouling  of  Footways  by  Dogs. 
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STAFF  OF  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

John  A.  Dryden,  M.A.,  B.Sc.,  M  B.,  B.Chir.,  D.P.H.,  D.I.H. 

(from  1st  July,  1961). 

SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

R.  W.  Thirkell,  Cert.  R.S.I.  and  S.I.  Joint  Board;  Certs,  of  R.S.I.;  In¬ 
spector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods;  Smoke  Inspector; 
Sanitary  Science  as  applied  to  Buildings  and  Public 
Works. 

ASSISTANT  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

J.  R.Best,  Cert,  of  the  P.H.I.E.B.,  Diploma  of  the  R.S.H.  for  the 
Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

(from  23rd  October,  1961) 

CLERK  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT 

Miss  E.  McNaughton 
(from  2nd  January,  1961) 

RODENT  OPERATIVE  AND  DISINFECTION  OFFICER  (part-time) 

J.  Brown 

DEPUTY  RODENT  OPERATIVE  AND  DISINFECTION  OFFICER 

(part-time) 


R.  Richardson. 
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